


































































































Eccentric, Haphazard and Asbitrary

We all liked Betanzos, when we got there; Heather found the correct
turning via Lambre, but went wrong at the end, whereas we never found the
turn and relied on the hippo to lead us there. However, we all entered the town
by the same little track beside a stream lined with houses with millstones; for
once the sun shone and we picnicked beside the vines and roses, with the
miller’s cat alongside. Heather had a half day’s rest there, and in the evening
fellow Confraternity member Joaquin Vilas (of “La Coruna en Bici”) came
over for a chat. The Roman port of Betanzos is now silted up, but it has three
fine churches, including a Santiago with St James on horseback in the
tympanum. Beyond the ancient exit bridge of As Cascas it is another stiff pull
up the hill into the woods, but rewarded with a splendid walk between tall
trees, whose bark hangs down in long strips. There are two hotels in Betanzos,
but no accommodation that we could find between there and Meson do Vento;
even in Abegondo, a village on the C542 road with a few bars, there was
nothing, so we ended up taking a taxi up the hill to the good hostal at “The

Jouse of the Wind” and returning next day to pick up the trail without
cheating. This is the highest part of the route, at 465n  10thing compared to
the 1500m heights above Rabanal on the Camino Francés, but remember you
have climbed from the sea, not from a plateau at 800m. Incidentally, the wind
does blow, and the rain comes horizontally; we passed Telecom men working
high up their poles shrouded in plastic and looking like caterpillars pupating.

The Camino potters along through the hamlets part way down from the
crest of the hill; Hospital de Bruma with its ancient pilgrim chapel of San
Lourenzo is worth a mention, as is, if only for the name, Cabeza de Lobo
(Head of the Wolf). It is quiet country, full of pines and broom, with clearings
for corn which stands five feet high, tiny hamlets, a one-room school at a
cross-road with only a church beside, and buzzards wheeling overhead. The
other branch of the Camino Inglés, from La Coruiia, has come in by now, but
the way-marking is still absent or erratic, and there is no accommodation save
in the towns along the main road. So we walked the stretch, then headed for
the main road and used the bus to get to and from Ordenes. On weekdays they
run every hour from Santiago northwards to Ordenes, and hourly on the hour
from Ordenes southwards.

From Os Carballos (where there is also a modern Hostal) we abandoned the
ancient camino, judging that it was too overwhelmed by modern road-building
to be a satisfying experience, and trudged along beside the busy N550. It was
not as bad as it may sound, as there is a rolled earth service road beside it,
protected by an ‘armco’ barrier at all the awkward spots, so you can keep
away from the trucks. And so we walked through the industrial suburbs
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Pilgrims and Pirates: Boscastle to La Coruna

Francis Davey

ccasionally one makes the most interesting discoveries by accident. I hope
Othat the following may be of some interest to fellow members of the
Confraternity!

Last summer a book by Monsieur Pierre Huchet appeared entitled Les
Chemins de Compostelle ea Terre de France. Mr Huchet is a Breton and I
found the section of his book which deals with our Celtic cousins’ province
especially interesting. On page 112 he describes how risky was the pilgrims’
voyage. Among the various hazards were “unseaworthy ships, overloaded
vessels, risk of storms etc., but one of the greatest hazards was capture. For
example, in 1379 two hundred pilgrims from Dol-de-Bretagne on their way
to Compostella were captured and in 1417 the ship Notre Dame de Troguier,
with its captain, Jean Moisan, was taken prisoner by a ship from Plymouth. It
even happened that pilgrims paid their ransom money on the quay before they
left; this was the case at Brest where the Duke of Britanny, John 1V,
intervened with Richard II, of England, to put an end to such deeds. In 1456
the Bretons repaid them in thir own coin by taking an English ship full of
pilgrims.”

Naturally the mention of Plymouth caught my attention and since I have a
special interest also in the year 1456, it being the year when William Wey
sailed from Plymouth to La Coruiia en route to Compostela, I thought the
story should be investigated further. Last December, through the kindness of
his publishers, Ouest France, 1 was able to contact Mr Huchet. He most
generously gave me the source of his information regarding the seizure of the
English ship in 1456. It is a quittance, dated 18 November 1456, held in the
Archives Départmentales de la Loire Atlantique in Nantes. I next wrote to the
Director of this Archive and with the greatest courtesy she sent me a
photo-copy of the document itself. It is in fact a receipt, in Latin, written and
witnessed in Crunie (La Coruiia) in which John Bartalote, Master of a vessel
called the Juliana, carrying pilgrims en route to Compostela, acknowledges
restoration of property taken by certain Bretons on the night of the 15th July.
It is a detailed and extensive list which includes ship’s tackle, e.g. ropes and
anchors, as well as pilgrims’ personal possessions. Capes, tunics and hose are






Pilgrims and Pirates: Boscastle to La Coruiia

report began with the name of the Master of the Catherine of St Tye, none
other than John Bertolet of Boseastle. There follow the names of his crew
who came from Polruan, Penryn, St. Tye, London, and Ilfracombe. Next, the
joint owners and “victuallers” were identificd as Richard Penpons of
Treswithen, who had a half share, and a syndicate of eleven others, mostly
from St Tye, who were joint owners of the other half. The Commissioners
pursued their enquiries with the utmost vigour as they then listed all those
whom they could trace who had received the goods stolen from the George.
The distribution network was extensive and the receivers are an interesting
mixture of “gentlemen”, “yeomen” and others;,—those named lived in St Erth,
Bodmin, Penryn and Trewouwall. :

Armed with all this information a second Commission, led by John
Arundell and containing the Sheriff of Cornwall and four other gentlemen,
was set up on 5 December 1453 to “make inquisition in the county if any
goods came into the hands of other persons and, if so, what goods, into whose
hands, at what time and in what manner and to cause the same or their value
to be restored to the said Peter Fernant and John Adam, and to arrest and
commit to prison all who refuse such restitution.”

While the Patent Rolls do not continue this particular story further it would
appear that John Bartolet was able to continue his voyages at least until the
Holy Year of 1456 when he reappears in the Nantes archive.

Note. The Commission of December 1453, (Calendar of Patent Rolls; 32
Heniy VI, page 165,) has been reproduced below at length and with its
original spelling since some readers may recognise famdiar surnames—
despite the 15th century disguise!

“Commission of John Arundell, esquire, Thomas Bodulgate, esquire, John
Beauchamp, William Rosmodres, Thomas Sage and the Sheriff of Cornwall,
reciting the complaint of Peter Fernant of Portugal and John Adam, merchant
of London, as above, (NB This is a reference to the initial Commission of
Inquisition issued on 9 February 1453, (ibid. page 61)) and the tenour of an
inquisition taken before William Bonevyle of Chuton, knight, Nicholas
Ayssheton and Walter Moile at Launceston, co. Cornwall, whereby it was
found that John Bertolet of Botreauxcastell, master of a ship called le
Cateryn of Synt Tye and Ralph Atkyn, late of Polruon, Laurence Bolt, late of
Penryn, Otto Harri Berow of Synt Tye, William Belliek, John Tregornowe,
late of London, Herman Dauman of Penryn, John Leye of Ilfrycombe,
Laurence Auda, John Botriauxcastell and others, in a ship called le Kateryn
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Looking for St James in Normandy

Some practical counsels:

Most of the towns mentioned are hilltop towns approached by steep and very
busy roads, but outside the towns traffic is not too troublesome; minor roads
are idyllic for cycling, with excellent surfaces, and reasonable signposting.
Accommodation in chambres d’hétes or small hotels is plentiful, though for
the former it is wise to check that there is a restaurant within reach—
especially for walkers. This is probably not the best part of France for the
walker, as there are few obvious footpaths. We saw no gites d’étape, though
there are probably some on the coastal GR223.

John and Shirley Snell, also Dorset members visited the church of Canville-
l1a-Rocque two years ago and write as follows:

We first heard of Canville-La-Rocque in a most unusual manner as
although we had for many years either motored or cycled within a few
hundred yards of the village we were unaware of the church and of the
treasure it contained. Canville-La-Rocque is a small hamlet some 4.5 km east
of Portbail and 10 km south-east of Barneville-Carteret along a narrow lane
just off the D903 coast road.

Returning home after following the L49 Puy route to Santiago we were
cycling from Irun to Cherbourg and had decided to spend the night in
Barneville-Carteret. After dinner and enjoying a leisurely stroll we met a
French couple who earlier had bidden us bon appétit whilst we had been
eating in the restaurant. They recognised the scallop shell pendant Shirley was
wearing and immediately started a discussion and told us that they too had
been pilgrims to Santiago although some years earlier on foot. They then
invited us to share a bottle of champagne with them in a nearby bar to
continue the conversatior  1ren’t pilgrims generous folk!

Our conversation was overheard by the barman who, interrupting our talk,
told us that some beautiful frescoes had been discovered in the nearby church
at Canville-La-Rocque which featured St James. This took place in June 1994
but we had to wait until September 1996 before we had the opportunity to
visit the church. The road to the village is narrow and having our caravan
behind the car we wondered if we were going to be able to get out at the far
end. However, the lane soon connected to a road.

The ceiling frescoes within the church date from about 1520 and the central
area depicting images of the four evangelists were uncovered and partially
restored in 1930. However, it was not until 1950 that the lower frescoes
encircling the chapel were discovered. These almost exactly replicate the story
commemorated by the cock and hen at Santo Domingo de la Calzada of the

42






Los Caminos del Norte

particularly active there would be a tendency for pilgrims to use the land
routes, at other times if the inland routes were troubled by robbers or attacks
by Moorish bands the coastal path would be preferable.

Sometimes there would be definite encouragement given to pilgrims to
choose one particular route in preference to another by the ruler of that area
or one of the monastic orders which wished to strengthen its presence there,
usually with the object of limiting the spread of the Moorish influence.

In the Middle Ages, pilgrims could only make use of what was on offer at
that time; the ports of entry which they could use, when they were
contemplating making part of the journey by sea were those to which some

ind of service already existed. However much we would like to replicate their
journeys today, we must do as those early pilgrims did, and make use of the
services which are on offer at this present moment in time. This will mean in
most instances therefore either entering the peninsula by way of Hendaye /

rin or using the ferry services to Bilbao and Santander or flying to the
airports of Bilbao or San Sebastian.

Today we can select from the routes in the north as the earlier pilgrims did,
on a pick-and-mix basis, joining the many different alternative ways together
in that combination which produces for each of us the type of pilgrimage for
which we are searching.

As there are many alternative routes to Santiago through Northern Spain
and these can be combined in many different ways it would be difficult to
produce one single guide which would be easy to follow and which would
serve every pilgrim’s needs without it containing a lot of superfluous material.
It was for this reason that it was decided to try and make separate, regularly
updated, description sheets available for most of the different routes which lie
along the coast and through the mountains of northern Spain. These are now
in course of production.

The route along the coast itself is split up into a number of separate sections
so that, depending upon where your desired starting point is to be, you need
only carry those sections which apply to your chosen route. A map and brief
introduction to the various routes will be found in the Confraternity’s Pilgrim
Guides to Spain N °4, Los Caminos del Norte. The description sheets can be
obtained by post from: Eric Walker, 4 Gawthorpe Avenue, Bingley, West
Yorkshire BD16 4DG; tel. (01274) 562559. Anyone wishing to find out the
availability of those route descriptions which they might want or would like
any further information about the viability of any of the routes which they are
considering taking can contact him by ’phone for advice.
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St James in Rome - A Sequel

Dina Tolfsby

e spent our 1996 holidays in Italy. After a tour of Tuscany, we went on

to Rome. I had brought with me the article “The Saint in Rome: A Note
for Visiting Members” by lan Tweedie which appeared in the Bulletin N° 37,
for December 1990.

As I came across St James in several other places I would like to share this
inforation with Bulletin readers. Close to the Pantheon many people visit the
lovely church of Santa Maria sopra Minerva with the tombs of Catherine of
Siena and Fra Angelico. However, to the left (when facing the altar) there is
a chapel called “Capella di lacomo” with a painting of St James with his staff.
He is wearing a short cape with shells and is holding a book. The church of
Santa Maria in Aracoeli stands on the northern summit of the Capitol Hill.
Inside, in a chapel called Capella di San Diego d’Alcald, we find St James
with his staff, holding his hat with shells in his hand. In Sta Prassede with its
lovely, early apse mosaics, (close to Sta Maria Maggiore), St James appears
with his staff in a fresco. On our way to San Giovanni in Laterano we visite:
San Clemente. There, in the apse mosaic, as number two to the left of Christ,
we find St James with a staff which is in the form of a T-cross (like the cross
on the mullion of the Portico de la Gloria in Santiago de Compostela).

In San Giovanni in Laterano, in addition to the marble sculpture, made by
a pupil of Bernini, together with two other appearances that are mentioned in
the 1990 article, St James is also to be seen to the left on the Gothic tabernacle
(in front of the apse).

We also visited the church, Santissima Trinita del Pellegrini, close to
Campo de’Fiori. This is the area where the pilgrims used to enter the city,
especially during holy years. There used to be an Ospizio dei convalescenti e
pellegrini next door to the church on Piazza della Trinita del Pellegrini. The
only thing we could find in this neighbourhood was a street called Via de
Pellegrini.

Incidentally, I came across a pilgrim painting in the Palazzo Barberini, Via
della Quattro Fontane, 13. The artist is Maestro de S. Sebastiano (1493-1508),

and the painting is called Pellegrini en un Santiano and shows pilgrims before
a shrine.

(The author is a member of the Society of St James, Oslo).
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RESEARCH WORKING PARTY MEETING AND
VISIT TO BEVERLEY

Saturday 14 November 1998

I/ We would like to attend the RWP meeting in Beverley on 14 November.
1/ We intend to travel *by car/ *by trainfrom .
1/ We *need / do not need a lift from Hull station around 11.30am.
I/ We could offer to meet the London train at Hull station and transport

1 person / 2 people to Beverley.
I am /We are *able/not able to stay until Sunday.
Please enclose a good-size s.a.e. if you would like a map of E /erley.

Return this form to:

Ann Clark,
49 Gledhow Wood Ave.,
Leeds LS8 INX.

NB: If completing both this form and applying for tickets for the 4

November lecture, please return the sheet to the CSJ office, which will
then send it on to Ann Clark.
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New CSJ Members Summer 1998

LONDON
98279

98272
98280

08289

98219
98297

98207

08277
08232

98210

98266

98201
98202

98271

98299

98265

98242

(Interests in brackets)

Mr John Beecher & Mrs Wendy Beecher

12 St Mary’s Place, Ealing, London W5 SHA
Mr Phillip Brennan

22 Bexhill Road, East Sheen, London SW 14 7NF
Mr David Coleman & Miss Jo Fox

30 Collamore Avenue, Wandsworth Common, London SW18 3JT

Miss Nicola Eddis & Miss Lucy Hinde
148 Leathwaite Road, London SW11 6RP
(History and culture)

Fr Fons Eppink

St Josepl’s College, Lawrence Street, Mill Hill, London NW7 4JL

Ms Ruth Greenberg & Mr Jesper Garde
1 Foscote Road, Hendon, London NW4 3SE
Mr Michael Hamilton & Miss Nina Hamilton

10 St George’s Road, St Margaret’s, Twickenham, London TW1 1QZ

(Pilgrimage)

Messrs Paul Hauenschild & Mike Longshaw

67A Langthorne Street, Fulham, London SW6 6JU
N J.P. Hewett

c/o Tyburn Monastery, Hyde Park Place, London
Dr Daniel McCarthy TD

23 Grandison Road, London SW11 6LS
(Pilgrimage 1998)

Ms Barbara Milburn

93 A Blackheath Hill, Greenwich, London SE10 8TJ
(Academic, cultural)

Miss Rachel Morse

21 Cheyne Court, Flood Street, London SW3 STR
Miss Rebecca Naylor

42 Dunstan House, Stepney Green, London E1 3JH
Ms Tara Norris & Ms Julia Hathaway

10 Raeburn Street, Brixton, London SW2 5QU
(Walking, history of pilgrimage and art)

Miss Anne Olley

73 Wood Brook Road, Abbey Wood, London SE2 OPB
Mr Michael Oomens & Ms Olivia Jones

3/55 Telford Avenue, Streatham Hill, London SW2 4XL
(Medieval history, Hiking and Pilgrimages)

Mrs Jane Pickering

48 Tavistock Terrace, London N19 4DB
(Pilgrimage music)

0181 8406459

0181 876 5166

0171 978 5516

0181 959 3222

0181 892 9996

0171 3859205

0181 691 2118

0171 351 7558

0171 274 8128

0181 8544509

0171 272 6505






08256

SOUTH
98259

98230

98248

98295

New CSJ Members Summer 1998

Mr Tony Yemm & Mrs Lucinda Yemm
82 Regent Street, Whitstable, Kent CT5 1JQ
(Pilgrimage planned 1998)

Mr Jim Graham

53 Egbert Road, Winchester, Hants SO23 7EB

Mr Simon Hawes

9 Hollybrook Gardens, Locks Heath, Southampton, Hants SO31 6WH
(Pilgrimage 1998)

Prof Ian Hunter

21 Church Street, Alton, Hants GU34 2B

(Art, walking. Authoring a CD ROM on the Camino)

Mr Hugh Watson

Barrington, Northbrook Ave, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 0JW
(History, walking, guiding)

SOUTH WEST

98255

98269

98236
98251

98240

WALES
98292

Mr & Mrs Peter Aldridge Patricia

42 Peghouse Rise, Stroud, Gloucestershire GLS 1UR

Mr & Mrs Peter Creswell Jeal Jinny

69 West Avenue, Oldfield Park, Bath, Somerset BA 3QD
(Spanish history and language)

Mr Donald Hector

14 Eirene Terrace, Pill, Bristol BS20 OET

Ms Christine Johns

Wrangaton Manor, South Brent, Devon TQ 10 9HH

Mr Mike Myerscough

01227 266281

01962 866274

01489 577240

01420 84225

01962 870154

0120 64..75

01275 ., 2947
01364 72276

01288 352502

Sumimerleaze Beach Hotel, Summerleaze Crescent, Bude, Commwall EX23 8HL

(Pilgrimage organizer)

Mr Lindon Shepperd
8 Lyle Street, Mountain Ash, Mid-Glamorgan CF45 3RG

MIDLANDS WEST

98264

98301

98261

98257

Messrs Nigel Bambrough & Martin Sanders

265 Gristhorpe Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 7SN

Mrs Kathleen Card & Mrs Joyce Kilner

5 St Andrew’s Walk, Moreton-on-Lugg, Hereford HR4 §BZ
(Walking Rural Spain, Architecture)

Mr Peter Miles

38 Balcaskie Close, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3UE

Mr Edward Stone & Mrs Fiona Stone

23 Albion Street, Kenilworth, Warks CV8 2FX

(Walking the Way)

MIDLANDS EAST

08217

Mr Peter Armstrong
10 Medway Drive, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire LE13 OEE

0121 4711425

01432761212

0121 4556969

01926 513084

01664 563132















