







































































visiting the holy places on arrival. For this is the essence
of the pilgrimage to Santiago and differentiates it from the
journey to Rome or Jerusalem in modern times. Some of
our members have made the other pilgrimages, but in each
case there is a lack of the infrastructure and information
which characterises the Santlago pilgrimage. I think too
that organised pilgrimages, "religious tourism", miss this .
essential aspect. (I had better be careful of what I say as I
know there is a representative of Inter-Church Travel here.).
Travelling by coach in a large group can develop friendship
and camaraderie. But even having a spiritual leader as well
as a tour guide can never replace the experience of being
reliant on the good will of whoever one meets along the way
or the exhilaration of physically making the journey
oneself.

However, of course I cannot say that people should stay at
home. The increasing number of study tours organised for
example by University Departments of Continuing Education
confirms the interest in the phenomenon of the pilgrimage,
its history, churches and cathedrals, its music, its
literature. It is not necessarily a spiritual pilgrimage but
the traveller is united with the potent cultural identity
forged by the Catholic Church in medieval Europe. The
publication of magazines such as Medieval World also points
to this interest.

Why, then, does an individual decide to undertake this
journey? Davies, in his book Pilgrimage  Yesterday and
Today, compares the motivation of pilgrims from the
earliest times with the 20th century traveller. Some
concepts, such as the granting of indulgences or the
crusading pilgrimage are rejected. However, I think most
of the other standard reasons for pilgrimage resonate w1th
today's experience. .

Firstly, it is often the fulfilment of a lifelong interest in
matters connected with the pilgrimage. For instance, - any
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